[image: image1.jpg]



Historical Background

City of Troy

For a long time, people thought that the story of Troy was just a myth and that the city never really existed. In the late 1800s a German archaeologist named Heinrich Schliemann discovered the ruins of Troy in modern day Turkey. In fact, he found evidence that the city had been destroyed and rebuilt nine times in four thousand years. Whether the city was destroyed by earthquake, war or fire, it appears the survivors just built on top of the wreckage!  It sits above a narrow passage that separated two seas, which would have been a very powerful position in the days when all trade was done by ship.

Early Greek Theatre

The Greeks were one of the earliest civilisations to develop theatre. They performed plays in amphitheatres that were carved into hillsides, the largest of which could hold up to 18,000 people. Only men were allowed to act and they played the roles of men, women and children. They would wear clay masks that represented the emotions of the characters. 

There were two types of Greek play, tragedy and comedy. Tragedies were sad plays and were usually set in the past. Comedies were funny and were often about current events and everyday life.

People in the audience would take picnics to the theatre as performances could last all day. If they were happy with the play, they would whistle and stamp their feet. If they didn’t like the performance, however, they might throw rocks at the stage. Theatre staff would carry large sticks to keep the audience under control.

Even thought the story of the Trojan War would not have been performed in a theatre, ancient Greek ideas about theatres and performance still influence our culture today. Another way they told stories was by putting pictures on pots. They were like small comic strips that would tell part of a story. This way, stories could be handed down through the generations and people would be surrounded by these stories all the time.

